kak 


Mystery virus that caused paralysis in some Minnesota kids identified. MINNESOTA 
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Warm sun returns; 70s 
over the weekend. B6 


MUELLER'S VERDICT 


NO CRIMINAL CONSPIRACY IN RUSSIAN CONTACTS 


Trump tried to kill probe; Congress can address ‘corrupt’ acts 


Second, while the investigation identified numerous links between individuals with ties to 
the Russian government and individuals associated with the Trump Campaign, the evidence was 
Among other things, the evidence was not sufficient to 
charge any Campaign official as an unregistered agent of the Russian government or other Russian 


The President’s efforts to influence the investigation were mostly unsuccessful, but that ts 


largely because 
to his requests. Comey did not end the investigation of Flynn, which ultimately resulted in Flynn’s 


prosecution and conviction for lying to the FBI. McGahn did not tell the Acting Attorney General 


whether the President acted for a corrupt motive should not impermissibly chill his performance 
of his constitutionally assigned duties. The conclusion that 
of office accords with our constitutional 


system of checks and balances and the principle that no person is above the law. 


Chaotic White House depicted 
as steeped in corruption, lies 


By PHILIP RUCKER and ROBERT COSTA e° Washington Post 


WASHINGTON - The moment President Donald Trump 


Report details Russia support, 
Trump’s efforts to foil inquiry 


By MARK MAZZETTI * New York Times 


WASHINGTON - Robert Mueller revealed the scope of a 


learned two years ago that a special counsel had been appointed 
to investigate Russian election interference, he declared in the 
Oval Office, “This is the end of my presidency.” 

Trump nearly made that a self-fulfilling prophecy as he then 
plotted for months to thwart the probe, spawning a culture of 
corruption and deception inside the White House. 

Trump’s advisers rarely challenged him and often willingly 
did his bidding, according to the special counsel’s report 
released Thursday. But in some cases they explicitly refused 
when Trump pushed them to the brink of committing out- 
right crimes — a pattern ofinaction that ended up protecting 
the president. 

Trump ordered Donald McGahn to instigate special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s firing, but the White House lawyer decided 
he would resign rather than follow through. 

Trump urged Corey Lewandowski to ask then-Attorney Gen- 
eral JeffSessions to curtail the investigation, but his former cam- 
paign manager only delivered the message to an intermediary. 

See TRUMP on A9 > 


Redacted report: Essential passages 
from long-awaited document. A7 


The takeaways: Report answers many 
questions but raises many others. A6 


The reaction: Responses vary from tri- 
umph to call for more investigation. A8 


Door left ajar: Issue of obstruction unre- 


solved, meaning legal case possible. A8 


historic Russian campaign to sabotage the 2016 presidential 
election in a much-anticipated report made public Thurs- 
day, and he detailed a frantic monthslong effort by President 
Donald Trump to thwart a federal investigation that imperiled 
his presidency from the start. 

Mueller, the special counsel, laid out how his team of pros- 
ecutors wrestled with whether Trump’s actions added up to 
a criminal obstruction-of-justice offense. They ultimately 
chose not to charge Trump, citing numerous legal and factual 
constraints, but pointedly declined to exonerate him and sug- 
gested it might be the role of Congress to settle the matter. 

The report laid bare that Trump was elected with the 
help of a foreign power, and cataloged numerous meetings 
between Trump’s advisers and Russians seeking to influ- 
ence the campaign and the presidential transition team — 
encounters set up in pursuit of business deals, policy initia- 
tives and political dirt about Hillary Clinton, the Democratic 
candidate for president. 

See REPORT on A9 > 


Noor’s ex-partner felt shot was premature 


By CHAO XIONG and LIBOR 
JANY ° Star Tribune staff writers 


The former partner of an 
ex-Minneapolis police offi- 
cer on trial for fatally shoot- 
ing Justine Ruszczyk Damond 
testified that he feared for his 
life when a silhouette suddenly 
appeared outside their squad 
vehicle, but he didn’t imme- 
diately know whether deadly 


Toward the end of officer 
Matthew Harrity’s roughly 
five-hour testimony Thursday, 
the prosecution asked whether 
he’d been able to identify the 
silhouette’s features or deter- 
mine if she was armed before 
Mohamed Noor fired his gun. 

“I didn’t analyze the threat 
fully yet,” said Harrity, who 
acknowledged that he had 
unholstered his gun and held 


“So the use of deadly force 
at that point would be prema- 
ture?” asked Assistant Hen- 
nepin County Attorney Amy 
Sweasy. 

“Yes, with what I had,” Har- 
rity responded. 

Harrity’s testimony pro- 
vided prosecutors an oppor- 
tunity to contrast his actions 
with Noor’s, but it also corrob- 
orated the defense’s version of 


on the squad startled the two 
and caused them both to fear 
they were being ambushed. 
Harrity’s composure, 
including through two graphic 
body-camera videos show- 
ing Damond gasping for air 
in the final moments of her 
life, briefly cracked when he 
recalled through tears how 
traumatized he was in the days 
following the shooting. 
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force was needed. it at his ribs pointing down. events in which a loud sound SeeNOORon Al2> Mpls. officer Matthew Harrity testified for five hours Thursday. 
TOP NEWS NATION + WORLD MINNESOTA SPORTS BUSINESS 
N. Korea sends message Mpls. bans ‘warrior’ St. Thomas decision Xcel passes on tax cuts 


IRRRB ACCUSED 
OF CRONYISM 


Hiring of DFL operative for 
high-paying state job circum- 
vented standard process. B1 


with missile test: It may 
be effort to pressure U.S. A4 


Man toted gas cans into 
NY. church: It was his 2nd 
church-related arrest. A4 


training: Halt declared in 
mayor's State of the City. B1 


More mental health 
beds: Savage advances new 
$5.5 million center. B1 


postponed: MIAC to take 
no immediate action. C3 


Lynx to retire Whalen’s 
No. 13: It’s the first number 
to be retired by team. C1 


to customers: Utility will 
distribute its savings. D1 


Home sales slip in Twin 
Cities: Supply of less costly 
houses also dropped. D1 


HAVE YOU HEARD? 


U.S. drops in press freedom list: For third straight year, 
country’s standing has fallen as a result of rhetoric, threats. A2 
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